Partial lipodystrophy and renal disease.
Partial lipodystrophy is a rare disorder with both autosomal recessive and familial forms. The cutaneous findings, which are often subtle, consist of a gradual loss of subcutaneous fat from the face and upper body. Low levels of C3, occasionally low C5 and the presence of the nephritic factor help to identify these patients. Associated systemic abnormalities include the development of mesangiocapillary glomerulonephritis and an increased incidence of autoimmune diseases. Recognition of this unusual disorder is essential for diagnosis and treatment of underlying potentially life- threatening disease.